United Nations

The United Nations is an international organization founded in 1945. It is currently made up of 193
Member States. The mission and work of the United Nations are guided by the purposes and principles
contained in itsfounding Charter. (Check the Member States of the United Nations
here http://www.un.org/en/members/)

Due to the powers vested in its Charter and its unique international character, the United Nations can take
action on the issues confronting humanity in the 21st century, such as peace and security, climate change,

sustainable development, human rights, disarmament, terrorism, humanitarian and health emergencies,
gender equality, governance, food production, and more. (Click here to read more about
UN http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/overview/index.html)
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the phasing out ozone depleting chemicals.

UN Specialized Agencies

The UN system, also known unofficially as the “UN family”, is made up of the UN itself and many affiliated
programmes, funds, and specialized agencies, all with their own membership, leadership, and budget. The
programmes and funds are financed through voluntary rather than assessed contributions. The Specialized
Agencies are independent international organizations funded by both voluntary and assessed contributions.
(Click here to know more about UN programmes http://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/funds-
programmes-specialized-agencies-and-others/index.html)
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UNEP — UN Environment Programme

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the leading global environmental authority that sets
the global environmental agenda, promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of
sustainable development within the United Nations system and serves as an authoritative advocate for the
global environment. (source http://www.unep.org/about/)

UNEP work encompasses:

Assessing global, regional and national environmental conditions and trends
Developing international and national environmental instruments
Strengthening institutions for the wise management of the environment

OzonAction
The UNEP DTIE OzonAction Branch assists developing countries and countries with economies in
transition (CEITSs) to enable them to achieve and sustain compliance with the Montreal Protocol. With our

programme’s assistance, countries are able to make informed decisions about alternative technologies and
ozone-friendly policies.(Click here to read more about
OzonAction http://www.unep.org/ozonaction/About/AboutTheBranch/tabid/1060778/Default.aspx )
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